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Objective

“Increase economic 

opportunities in the seaweed 

industry by developing 

innovative working practices 

that can be widely adopted 

by many SMEs in the NPA 

region to develop quality

seaweed products of a

consistent standard that are 

identifiable and can be 

clearly branded”



Work Plan



Create DNA database

Create testing kit

Confirm origin/Species across NPA



• Renewable, heat recovery 

• Shared infrastructure

• Waste to Fuel-palletisation of seaweeds for Combined Heat 

and Power Systems (CHP). 

• Sustainability-reduce the pressure on wild populations 

• Investigate nutritional quality-cultivated VS wild 

populations

• Exchange of techniques between academia and SME 

producers

• Establishing a unique brand for NPA 

seaweed will allow SMEs to gain 

market share throughout Europe -

and further afield



Industry 
Focus



• Swedish University of 

Agricultural Sciences

• Carbon, nitrogen, biomass and 

calorimetric content reports.

• NUI Galway

• DNA tagging of Seaweed

• Development of DNA testing 

Kit

• University of Iceland

• Waste to fuel

• Lews Castle College

• Project Lead- Coordination 

• TARI- Faroe Seaweed

• Cultivation & piloting

• An Lanntair

• Historical Seaweed Research & 

Brand Development

• Technical University Of Denmark

• Waste reduction in Seaweed





Research Paper: “The effect of natural convection air 

temperature on drying kinetics, desorption 

isotherms, and nutritional composition of alaria

esculenta and palmaria palmata”



Understand the energy usage

Cultivation vs wild harvesting

Harvesting methods

Production 

Results will be open access



www.sw-grow.eu
@SWGROW_NPA

Any queries contact:

Cliodhna Ní Ghriofa

Údarás Na Gaeltachta

c.nighriofa@udaras.ie

091-503139

mailto:c.nighriofa@udaras.ie

